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Assessing Digital Storytelling  
 

Digital Storytelling Checklist 
Use this checklist while you are working on your digital story to make sure you are creating the best video 
you can make. 
 
 My digital story says something interesting that is important to me and to other people. 
 I made a thorough project plan to help me stay on track and manage my time. 
 I created a detailed storyboard before I began to put my story together. 
 The facts in my story are accurate. 
 I wrote narration that was lively, specific, grammatically correct, and made the images in my story 

come to life. 
 The sequence of my story is logical. 
 My story has a title that makes people want to watch it. 
 The images in my digital story are meaningful, clear, attractive, and go well with the narration. 
 I pay attention to copyright when using images and sound from the Internet. 
 If I took video for my story, I used videography techniques, such as camera angles and special effects, 

effectively, and editing, to create a smoothly running video. 
 I asked people for feedback on my digital story and made revisions based on their suggestions. 
 I worked well with others, encouraging and helping where I could, and doing my part to create a 

digital story we could be proud of. 
 
Digital Storytelling Rubric 
 

Final Project 4 
Exceptional 

3 
Proficient 

2 
Needs 

IMprovement 

1 
Unacceptable 

Purpose My story has a 
clear purpose that 
matters to my 
audience and to 
me. 

My story has a 
clear purpose. 

My story is just a 
collection of facts 
or events on a 
subject. 

My story is just a 
random collection 
of content. 

Creativity All the parts of my 
digital story show 
unique 
perspectives 
through creative 
uses of technology 
and language to 
communicate my 
purpose. 

My story shows 
some unique 
perspectives. 

My story is 
predictable, or the 
creative features I 
add sometimes 
distract the 
viewer, rather 
than adding to the 
meaning. 

My story is 
predictable or full 
of creative 
features that 
detract from my 
meaning. 

Content The facts in my 
story are accurate, 
relevant, and 
support my 
purpose. 

My digital story is 
factually accurate. 

Most of the facts 
in my story are 
accurate, but 
some are 
questionable. 

I portray ideas in 
my story as facts 
that are not 
supported by 
research. 

Sequence My story is 
organized in a 
logical order that 
builds to an 
interesting 
conclusion. 

My story is in a 
logical order. 

My story is usually 
logical, but some 
places don’t seem 
to fit. 

My story parts 
appear disordered 
and or in a 
random, 
disorganized way.  
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Narration My narration is 
lively, interesting, 
and appropriate 
for the purpose 
and images. It is 
grammatically 
correct. 

My narration is 
appropriate for 
the purpose and 
images. It is 
grammatically 
correct. 

My narration is 
usually 
appropriate but 
may have a few 
minor grammatical 
errors. 

My narration 
doesn’t fit the 
images or the 
purpose and has 
significant 
grammatical 
errors. 

Videography (if 
used) 

My video is 
smooth and 
effectively edited. 
I used camera 
angles, scene 
framing, lighting, 
and special effects 
to add meaning to 
my digital story.  

My video is 
smooth and 
effectively edited 
to add meaning to 
my story. 

My video adds to 
the purpose, but is 
occasionally jumpy 
or distracting. 

My video is 
confusing, difficult 
to see and follow, 
and distracts from 
the purpose of my 
story. 

Images My images are 
clear, attractive, 
and help 
communicate the 
purpose.  

My images are 
clear and 
communicate the 
purpose.  

My images fit the 
purpose but are 
sometimes 
difficult to see.  

My images are 
hard to see and 
don’t do anything 
to communicate 
my purpose. 

Sound The sound in my 
story is clear and 
easy to hear with 
no outside 
interference or 
interrupting 
sounds. 

The sound in my 
story is clear and 
easy to hear with 
only minor outside 
interference or 
interrupting 
sounds. 

The sound in my 
story is usually 
easy to hear but is 
occasionally 
interrupted by 
extra sounds.  

The sound in my 
digital story is 
difficult to follow. 

Copyright I was careful to 
observe copyright 
laws when using 
images and sounds 
from other people 
or that I found on 
the Internet. 

I was careful to 
observe copyright 
laws when using 
images and sounds 
from other people 
or that I found on 
the Internet. 

Sometimes I 
ignored copyright 
laws when using 
images and sound. 

I often used 
images and sound 
without paying 
attention to 
copyright laws. 

Creative Process 4 3 2 1 

Project 
Management 

I created a 
complete project 
plan and revised it 
as necessary. I 
managed my time 
and used 
resources 
effectively. I 
anticipated 
possible problems 
and set up 
processes to 
address them 
proactively. I am 
proud of what I 
created. 

I created a 
complete project 
plan and revised it 
as necessary. I 
managed my time 
and used 
resources 
effectively. I am 
proud of what I 
created. 

My project plan 
was vague and I 
rarely referred to 
it, so I missed 
some deadlines 
and didn’t create a 
digital story I was 
proud of. 

I didn’t create a 
project plan, and I 
am embarrassed 
about the quality 
of my digital story. 
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Collaboration I participated fully 
in my group’s 
decisions and 
encouraged others 
to share their 
ideas. I treated 
others with 
respect, helped 
others when I 
could, and asked 
for help when I 
needed it. 

I participated in 
my group and 
treated others 
with respect. 

I let others make 
all the decisions in 
my group, or I 
often insisted on 
getting my way. 

I behaved in ways 
that made it 
difficult for my 
group to do a good 
job on our digital 
story. 

Storyboard I took the time to 
create a detailed 
storyboard that 
met the project 
requirements, 
modifying it when 
necessary. 

I created a 
storyboard that 
met the project 
requirements. 

I created a basic 
storyboard, but I 
mostly just made 
up my story as I 
went along. 

I didn’t have a 
storyboard. 

Revision and 
Polishing 

I asked for 
feedback and 
considered other 
people’s ideas 
carefully. I took 
the time to 
improve my digital 
story based on my 
own assessment 
and the advice of 
others. 

I considered other 
people’s 
suggestions and 
made some 
revisions based on 
their feedback. 

I asked for some 
feedback, but I 
didn’t really pay 
any attention to 
what people said 
and made few 
revisions to make 
my story better. 

Once I created my 
digital story, I was 
finished and didn’t 
do anything to 
make it better. 

 


