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INTRODUCTION: (40 minutes)
1. Discuss the compositional elements 
that make successful narrative art. Ask: 
How do we read a picture? How does the 
composition present a path for the eye to 
follow? Have students study the works 
included in this issue of Scholastic Art.
2. Invite students to reflect on a 
story, historical or personal, that has 
significance for them. Ask them to 
identify the key events in the story. 
3. Have students collect printed images 
that relate to their stories. The images 
can include people, places, or objects. 
Explain that the images—including any 
text—will be reversed through the acrylic 
medium transfer process.

DESIGN COMPOSITION:  
(40 minutes)
1. Have students make thumbnail 
sketches to develop their narrative 
images. These should include both the 
printed images and any imagery that 
students will paint.
2. Have students prepare their printed 
images by brushing an even layer of gel 
medium over the front of each. Explain 
that any part of the printed image that 
appears white will be transparent. 

TRANSFER IMAGE PART I: 
(40 minutes)
1. Have students trim their images.
2. Students should use a paintbrush to 
spread a thick layer of gel medium over 
the surface of one image. Have students 
place their images facedown on their 
canvas boards while the images are wet. 
They should gently push excess wet 
medium and air bubbles to the edges 
of the paper, and then wipe excess 
medium from the edges with a damp 
paper towel. Repeat this for each image.

3. After all of the students’ images are 
adhered to their canvas boards, allow 
the medium time to dry overnight.

TRANSFER IMAGE PART II : 
(40 minutes)
1. The next day, have students use 
damp sponges to wet the images on 
their boards. When the paper appears 
translucent, it is saturated enough to 
begin gently rubbing away the paper 
with a scouring pad or rough sponge. 
2. After the surfaces of their boards 
are dry, students will see some whitish 
areas where some paper is left. Have 
them repeat the process to remove  
as much paper as possible. 

ADD PAINTED DETAILS:  
(120 minutes or more)
1. Have students begin painting details.  
Encourage students to paint in a 
style that supports their narratives. 
For example, a serious story might be 
depicted in a realistic style, while a 
funny anecdote might be represented  
in a more playful manner.
2. Students should also develop the 
background. Ask students to use the 
background to tie all of the images 
together so that they appear to exist  
in the same space.

ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS: 
1. Did the student demonstrate an 
understanding of how to present  
a narrative visually?
2. Did the student explore the medium, 
using printed and painted imagery to 
create a narrative? 

—Prepared by Matthew Capezzuto
Ashcan Studio of Art
Little Neck, New York

CORE ART STANDARDS: 
VA2: Organize and develop 
artistic ideas and work.
VA8: Interpret intent and 
meaning in artistic work.
VA10: Synthesize and relate 
knowledge and personal 
experiences to make art.

OBJECTIVE: Students will study 
examples of narrative art and 
synthesize what they learn to 
develop their own narrative art. 
Students will depict personal 
and/or historical narratives 
through the use of found 
images and acrylic painting.

TIME: 5 hours

HANDS-ON STUDIO PROJECT:

Create a Visual Narrative  
Use with “Tell a Tale With Collage,” pages 14-15

RUBRIC

4

Student develops an image-
transfer collage that 
successfully represents  
a narrative.

3
Student develops an image-
transfer collage that 
represents a narrative.

2

Student develops an image-
transfer collage that 
tentatively represents  
a narrative.

1
Student struggles to develop 
an image-transfer collage 
that represents a narrative.


